
Royal Guard Chess Club                                                                       Code of Conduct                                                                                             Pg 1 of 2  

ROYAL GUARD CHESS CLUB 

 

CODE OF CONDUCT 
As Required by the Club Constitution – Effective 1 March 2012 

 

Purpose  

The purpose of this Code of Conduct is to ensure that the members of the Club and any person playing in or organising any 

Club-sanctioned activity conduct themselves in a sporting and fair manner at all times. This, in turn, should lead to a greater 

quality in the participation of players thus making chess at our club a more enjoyable activity. The more enjoyment that can 

be derived from playing at the club, the more likely it is that players will continue their involvement in chess and the greater 

chance that new players will be attracted to our club.  

 

While not every circumstance can be addressed, this code seeks to identify general areas of conduct which are inappropriate 

and liable to disciplinary action being taken by the club. The nature of the disciplinary action may vary depending on the 

deemed level of misconduct.  

 

The Club also automatically adopts codes of ethics of CHESSA, FIDE and other regulatory bodies to which me may be 

associated or affiliated. 

 

Any Club member may initiate procedures under this code of conduct by filing a complaint in a timely manner with the 

Executive Committee according procedures as laid out in the Disciplinary Procedures Policy. 

 

1.  High Moral Standard Representing the Club 

Members are expected to maintain a general high moral standard so that no matter where we are or what we are 

participating in, whether Chess related or not, we will always be good ambassadors for the club. To realize and 

remember that every member is of vital importance to the collective whole. The club reserves the right to cancel 

membership of an individual whose conduct outside of the club could have negative ramifications on the reputation 

of the club itself, whether such negative conduct is related to Chess or not. 

 

2.  Understand and play by the rules 

Understanding and playing by the rules is your responsibility. The rules of Chess, as set out by FIDE, exist for good 

reasons and if everyone learns and abides by them then this will ensure the enjoyment of all people involved in 

Chess. If you do consistently break the rules you must accept that there will be consequences for you.   

 

3.  Respect referees and other officials 

Referees and officials have a difficult task to perform and you could not play the game without them. They are there 

to enforce the rules of play but, like all people, they cannot always be right. Accept their decisions graciously. You 

have the right to appeal their decisions and if you use this right, do so without causing problems. Abuse of referees 

is unacceptable behaviour. You must accept the decision of the players appeal committee failure to do so will be 

seen as a serious breach of this code of conduct.   

 

4.  Verbal abuse 

Verbal abuse of officials is a serious offence against the rules of Chess. Verbally abusing other players or deliberately 

distracting or provoking an opponent is also not acceptable. Loss of temper is not only unpleasant for other 

participants in the game, it can also distract you and have an adverse effect on your concentration and effectiveness 

at the board It will also similarly distract other players nearby.  Similarly, any foul and profane language will not be 

tolerated. 

 

5.  Be a good sport 

Part of participation in sport is respect for all participants in the game. Your opponents are entitled to proper 

courtesy. Good manners and respect for others can be infectious. If you acknowledge the achievements of your 

opponents it is likely they will follow suit. Always introduce yourself to your opponents, shake hands before and 

after the game and accept a loss gracefully.   

 

6.  Be respectful during the game 

It is important to give each and every opponent proper respect during the game as well as before and after it. 

Everyone can be late for the odd game but players who are consistently late for games may be considered 

disrespectful to their opponents. Players not paying attention to the game by reading at the board, listening to 

music at the board (even through earphones) or in any other way displaying disinterest in the game may also be 

considered disrespectful.   
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7.  Respect the rights, dignity and worth of every person 

Regardless of their sex, ability, cultural background, religion or other factor irrelevant to the game, all persons 

connected with Chess are entitled to equal treatment and respect. Avoid any remarks that could be construed as 

offensive or discriminatory. Sometimes even a joke may give offence.   

 

8.  We owe a special duty of care to Children in Chess 

Everyone involved in any way in Royal Guard Chess Club owes a special duty of care to children who play the game. 

Anyone who neglects this duty will be in serious breach of this code. Any form of abuse of any child, be it verbal or 

physical, will be viewed as the most serious breach of this code of conduct and will be dealt with in the harshest 

possible manner.  Open vulgarity and lewdness is not welcome and will not be tolerated. 

 

9.  Always respect the use of facilities and venues provided 

Facilities, equipment and venues provided by the Melbourne Chess Club and other organisers cost money and need 

to be respected by all participants in Chess events. Failure to do so will be considered a serious breach of the MCC 

code of Conduct. This includes a responsibility of all users of the facilities to clean up after themselves, whether it be 

litter brought to the club, use of the clubs utensils or other matters relating to hygiene and cleanliness.  

 

10.  Utilising the Royal Guard Chess Club 

Anyone using the club’s facilities will respect the equipment, resources and assets of the club and treat these items 

with respect and care, ensuring they are available for the continued use of all 

 
11.  Cheating and Dishonesty will not be Tolerated 

The firmest possible action will be taken against anyone found guilty of cheating or being dishonest and the Club has 

a zero tolerance policy in this regard. This includes : 

(a) Cheating in a game of chess by illegally giving, receiving, offering, or soliciting advice; or by consulting written 

sources; or by tampering with clocks; or in any other manner. 

(b) Deliberately losing a game for payment, or to lower one's rating, or for any other reason; or attempting to induce 

another player to do so. Deliberately failing to play at one's best in a game, in any manner inconsistent with the 

principles of good sportsmanship, honesty, or fair play. 

(c) Deliberately misrepresenting one's playing ability in order to compete in a tournament or division of a 

tournament intended for players of lesser ability; players with foreign ratings are expected to disclose those ratings. 

(d) Participating in a tournament under a false name or submitting a falsified rating report.. 

(e) Participating in a tournament while under suspension. 

(f) Purposely giving false information in order to circumvent or violate any rule or regulation or goal recognized by 

the Club, CHESSA or other authority 

 

12. Personal Arguments and Disputes 

Fights and personal arguments for all to see and hear are an embarrassment to the club as a whole. The authorities 

will be called in the event of any violent or malicious disturbance. Regarding personal disputes with another 

member or individual, we as a Club recommend following Matthew 13 principles in that the offended party will ; 

a) conduct any confrontation with that individual out of sight and out of earshot of everyone else, preferably at 

some time other than a club meeting and attempt to resolve the issue 

b) if this does provide relief to consider taking a senior member or official from the club with you to discuss the 

matter and bring about a resolution 

c) when the above two approaches have failed, to use the grievance procedures provided for within the club 

 

12. Intoxicating or Illegal Substance Use 

The use of intoxicating substances including, but not limited to, alcoholic beverages, an/or other illegal drugs, is 

strictly prohibited at the club meetings and club organized events. Anyone doing so, will be requested to leave 

immediately and the authorities may be notified with or without that person's knowledge. While there is nothing to 

stop members from consuming intoxicating substances before a club meeting or club events, intoxicated individuals 

may be an embarrassment to the Club and, at the discretion of the club officers, may be requested to leave. This 

rule, regarding the use of alcoholic beverages may be waived at certain social functions and members are required 

to enquire prior to the time 

 

13. Gossip, Slander and Demoralising Complaining 

Refrain from falling into the trap of gossiping about or slandering fellow club members or the club itself. These are 

two cancers that destroy from within, So too the ongoing complaining about members or club issues demoralises 

everyone.  We at all times must attempt to keep our speech positive, uplifting and constructive. The club has 

deliberately geared itself toward transparency and open discussion and members are encouraged to use the 

available channels for complaints so that these, instead of festering may be resolved swiftly and amicably 

 


